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THE FAMILY BURT and the LANGMAN HOSPITAL, BLOEMFONT EIN 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Text for the catalogue sale of the Burt Family group: 
 

 
 
Queen’s South Africa 1899-1902, 4 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, South Africa 1900 
(Sergt. A. Burt, Langman Hospital), date on last clasp (to which the recipient was not entitled) privately 
altered to ‘1900’, rank re-engraved and otherwise officially re-impressed, polished, nearly very fine. 
 
Four: Acting Staff Sergeant W. H. Burt, Army Service Corps, late Langman Hospital Queen’s South Africa 
1899-1902, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal (Corpl. W. Burt, Langman Hospital); 
1914-15 Star (S4-091005 Pte. W. H. Burt, A.S.C.); British War and Victory Medals (S4-091005 A.-S.-Sjt. 
W. H. Burt, A.S.C.), the first with officially re-impressed naming, generally very fine and rare 1 . 
 

                                                 
1 Dix Noonan Webb : Boer War Medals (Barrett J. Carr Collection), Lot 475, 21 September 2007 and Rennie Alcock, Castletown, Isle 
of Man. November 2011 
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The Langman Hospital : setting the scene 
 
The establishment of privately donated hospitals to assist the British war effort in the 
Anglo-Boer War  began with the creation of the Portland Hospital late in 1899. Political 
intrigues aside, it was a stunning success. This prompted the philanthropist Mr John 
Lawrence Langman to offer to establish, equip and maintain at his personal expense a 
hospital, the future Langman Hospital.  
 
The profile of the proposed hospital was defined by the Central British Red Cross 
Committee and the War Office; the nominated Officer in Charge being Major O’C Drury 
of the Royal Army Medical Corps, with Langman’s son, A. L. Langman (“Archie”), then 
a Lieutenant in the Middlesex Yeomanry, being appointed manager and treasurer. The 
personnel finally numbered some 60 persons 2, of whom six were medical professionals, 
five senior medical students from University College Hospital, London, who were 
appointed as dressers and 13 were from the St John Ambulance Brigade 3 4.   
 
Langman Hospital Medical Staff: 
 
Conan Doyle, A.   M.R.C.P., M.D 
Gibbs, C.   F.R.C.S.(Eng) 
Mooliscroff, M.   M.R.C.S. 
O’Callaghan, R.   F.R.C.S.I. 
Scharlieb, H.J.  F.R.C.S.(Eng) 
Scholz, W.   M.R.C.S. 

The London Times Shipping List dated Thursday 1st March 1900 stated that the Oriental 
left from the Royal Albert Docks, Tilbury on 27th February 1900 for Queenstown after 
inter alia personnel destined to serve in the Langman Hospital had embarked 5 . They 
disembarked at East London, South Africa on 28th March 1900; and they, together with 
eighty tons of equipment, arrived in Bloemfontein on 2nd April 1900. 

Following a logistical mishap in Bloemfontein whereby part of the rail consignment was 
misdirected, the 35 tent hospital was opened on 8th April at the Rambler’s Club cricket 
ground, the cricket pavilion functioning as the main ward. On the 11th April, Lord 

                                                 
2 Langman Medal Roll - WO 100/225 – of individuals entitled to the South African Medal and Clasps   
 
3 Fevyer, W.H . Journal of the Orders and Medals Research Society 1979; 18(3): 207–10 Queen’s South Africa Medal, Medal Roll for 
the Langman Hospital 
  
4  British Medical Journal 27 Jan., 1900 p. 225.  THE LANGMAN HOSPITAL. We understand that the staff of this hospital, the gift 
of Mr. John L. Langman, has been completed as follows: Robert O'Callaghan, F. R. C. S. I., Surgeon to the French Hospital, London, 
Surgeon, Charles Gibbs, F.R.C.S.Eng., Assistant Surgeon to Charing Cross Hospital, Surgeon. H. J. Scharlieb, F.R.C.S, Anaesthetist 
to University College Hospital, Assistant Surgeon and Anaesthetist, A. Conan Doyle, M.D.,  Physician. The Army Medical Officer in 
command of the hospital will be Major O'C. Drury, R.A.M.C.  Five senior students from University College Hospital as surgical 
dressers. Mr. Archie Langman, son of the donor, will act as treasurer and secretary. 
 
5 The LONDON TIMES SHIPPING LIST, inaccurately, reports the following: 01/03/00 (Thursday): At the Royal Albert Docks the 
Oriental left yesterday (27 February 1900) for Queenstown after embarking the following: Langman’s Hospital, Drs., Conan Doyle, 
Langman, O’Callaghan, Gibbs, Scharlieb, Howell, Maj. Drury, Dressers Hackney, Turle, Bolton, Blasson, Mayes and Civil Surgeon 
Petchell. 
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Roberts inspected the establishment, and telegraphed a message to its donor stating that 
its “value to our R.A.M.C. and wounded cannot be overestimated”.  

The main healthcare challenge the Langman Hospital staff was to face whilst in 
Bloemfontein was a catastrophic typhoid epidemic 6 and a local outbreak of erysipelas, 
the latter severely hampering the service capability of the unit.  

The hospital was transferred to Pretoria on 21st July 1900 and on 4th November 1900 it 
was donated in toto to the British authorities 7 . There it fell to the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel (and later temporary Surgeon-General) A H Keogh and the No. 2 
General Hospital. De Villiers reports it as having treated 1211 patients of whom 278 
returned to duty, 875 were transferred to other hospitals and 58 died 8 . The hospital was 
highly commended for its functionality by the Surgeon-General Sir W D Wilson and 
Lord Roberts went on to mention it in Despatches 9 .   

The Langman Hospital Medal Roll : WO 100/225 10 
  
The Langman Hospital Medal Roll: WO 100/225 was submitted to the War Office by 
Archie Langman in May 1901 11 . Both Lce. Corporal A Burt and W Burt are clearly 
evident on that submission. In his review article on the subject 12 , W. H . (“Bill”)   
Fevyer listed A(lbert) Burt but failed to list W(eston Harris) Burt. He does, however, 
make an important (and in this case pertinent) observation in his article, namely:  
 
 “It should of course be remembered that bars could be earned with other units; also that the nursing sisters 
would not have received the bars for which they qualified”. 
 
With this in mind, and having read the auctioneer’s comment above, I had to ask myself 
“why should someone living the early 20th century go to the trouble of fraudulently 
changing his Queen’s South African medal as is suggested; and was there ever a 
comprehensive survey of all the Anglo-Boer War medal rolls to exclude the involvement 
of the brothers Burt in other military or paramilitary operations during the war? ”  

                                                 
6 See Simpson, R. J. S. (Robert John Shaw). The medical history of the war in South Africa, an epidemiological essay. Publ. H.M. 
Stationery Office. J. Bale, Sons & Danielsson, Ltd. London. 1911; the Report on Certain Enteric Fever Inoculation Statistics; the Role 
of the Common House Fly in the spread of typhoid fever. 
 
7 British Medical Journal 1 Dec., 1900 p. 1586.  THE LANGMAN HOSPITAL. It is stated that the staff of the Langman Hospital was 
to leave Durban on November 10thg in the Yorkshire, having in charge 100 sick and invalided men. Mr.Langman,who has 
Maintained this hospital for nine months in Bloemfontein and Pretoria, during which time over 1200 sick and wounded have been 
treated, has presented the tents and the whole equipment to the Government 
 
8 de Villiers, JC. Healers, Helpers and Hospitals: A History of Military Medicine in the Anglo-Boer War. (Vol. I & II) Publ: Protea 
Book House, Pretoria. 2008 
 
9 Mentions in despatches: Lord Roberts' Recommendations, April 2, 1901.…..the Langham Hospital, under Mr R T A O'Callaghan, 
FRCSI. 
 
10  WO 100/225 : St John's Ambulance, Red Cross Society, Irish, Scotch, Welsh and Donative Hospitals, Hospital Ships 
 
11 A. Langman, Lieut., Middlesex Imperial Yeomanry, 6 Stanhope Terrace, Hyde Park. 
 
12 Fevyer, W.H . Journal of the Orders and Medals Research Society 1979; 18(3): 207–10 Queen’s South Africa Medal, Medal Roll for 
the Langman Hospital 
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Therein lies the rub.   
 
 

 
 

The first page of the Langman Medal Roll 

 
Previous sales of Queen’s South Africa medals listed on WO 100/225 and awarded 
for service in the Langman Hospital  
 
Sales of Queen’s South Africa medals awarded for service in the Langman Hospital 
appear to be relatively rare. In the last decade, those once belonging to the following  
recipients have been sold: Pte. W. Milman 13 , Capt. & Qr. Mr. B. R. Howell 14 and Pte. 
A. L. Martin 15 .  

                                                 
13 1999: Medals and Militaria relating to the Boer War: Lot 611 Medals and Militaria relating to the Boer War 20 - 21 October 1999 
Spink London. Queen's South Africa 1899-1902, three clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal (Pte. W. Milman, Langman 
Hospital), one or two edge bruises, very fine. Hammer Price:  £345 
 
14 2003: Civilian Awards (John Tamplin Collection) Lot 55, 19 Sep 03 Category:  Single Campaign Medals - Description: The Boer 
War medal awarded to Captain and Quartermaster B. R. Howell, of the Langman Hospital in South Africa Queen’s South Africa 










































