WILLIAM JAMES DUNCAN ESQ.

The CORRESPONDENCE SERIES is an investigation into the background of recipients of British pre-
stamped postal stationery. The "collection™ was purchased in South Africa in 1999 as a job lot, the which
took me six months to sort and mount, creating a collection spanning 140 years. | have no idea of the
provenance.

The Reference work is British Postal Stationery, A K Huggins.1970. The first date with catalogue number
refers to the year when the pre-stamped envelope was first issued; the second, the year when the envelope
was actually used.

Philatelic Description of the item of Postal Stationery:
1866-1871 (EP 17)_W J Duncan Esg., 69 Hanover Street, Edinburgh

Comment:

At this time, 69 Hanover Street, Edinburgh * was the headquarters of the Edinburgh and Leith Bank 2.
William James Duncan, its manager, was a Member of Maitland Club ® 1834 (Richard Duncan Treasurer).
In 1868, The Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor was established at this address (quoted in
Edinburgh Past and Present)
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1 29-31 George Street / 69 Hanover Street, built initially for the Edinburgh and Leith Bank and later
extended by David Bryce, in partnership with William Burn, for the reincarnation of the bank as the
Edinburgh and Glasgow Bank.

% The Edinburgh and Leith Bank, founded in 1839; the Glasgow Joint Stock Bank, founded in 1840; in
1844 merged to become the Edinburgh and Glasgow Bank.

® Maitland Club 1828 - 1850. The Maitland Club was founded in 1828 in Glasgow, Scotland, for the
"cultivation of the literary antiquities of Scotland". Named after the Scottish lawyer, poet, and collector of
Scottish verse, Sir Richard Maitland of Lethington




