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During World War II, both allied and axis forces dropped many millions of aerial 

leaflets over Europe and the United Kingdom. These contained psychologically 

tailored propaganda aimed at influencing the mindset of both the fighting forces and 

the population at large, a stratagem designed at influencing the outcome of the war.  

After D-day, many of these leaflets were spread over short distances by firing artillery 

shells or rockets and were of a tactical nature directed at the troops on the ground and 

aimed at both influencing morale and bring order to chaos.  

The four items offered here are 70 years old and are scarce. Each are known and listed 

by the authority on the su8bject (http://www.psywar.org/ : Dr Lee Richards). Of 

particular interest is the fact that the drop date of three of the items is written on the 

documents together with the drop zone.   

Each leaflet shown was produced by SO1 section of the Special Operations Executive 

(of the United Kingdom), established in 1940 “to conduct espionage, sabotage and 

reconnaissance in occupied Europe against the Axis powers, and to aid local 

resistance movements”.  

The leaflets below are fine and preserved behind non-reflecting glass.  

➢ Rooseveldt http://www.psywar.org/product_1940EH447.php 

➢ Churchill_Italian http://www.psywar.org/product_1940EHI775.php 

➢ Mussolini http://www.psywar.org/product_1940EHI771.php 

➢ Women of France http://www.psywar.org/product_1940EHF035.php 
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Hannheim 16 December 1940 



 

Turin & Milano 9 January 1941 



 

Venice 12  December 1940 



 

 

 


