SUPREME HEADQUARTERS: ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

Text for a philatelic archival collection

This order was issued by Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower to encourage Allied soldiers taking part in the
D-day invasion of June 6, 1944. Almost immediately after France fell to the Nazis in 1940, the Allies
planned a cross-Channel assault on the German occupying forces, ultimately code-named Operation
Overlord. By May 1944, 2,876,000 Allied troops were amassed in southern England. The largest
armada in history, made up of more than 4,000 American, British, and Canadian ships, lay in wait,
and more that 1,200 planes stood ready. Against a tense backdrop of uncertain weather forecasts,
disagreements in strategy, and related timing dilemmas, Eisenhower decided before dawn on June 5
to proceed with Overlord. Later that same afternoon, he scribbled a note intended for release,
accepting responsibility for the decision to launch the invasion and full blame should the effort to
create a beachhead on the Normandy coast fail. Much more polished is his printed Order of the Day
for June 6, 1944, which Eisenhower began drafting in February. The order was distributed to the
175,000-member expeditionary force on the eve of the invasion.

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
ALUED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

Soldiers, Sailors and Aurmen of the Allied Expeditionary Forcel

You arc about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward
which we have stziven these many moaths.  The eyes of
the waorld are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty
erywhere march with you. In company with
its and brothers-in-arm
you will bring about the destruc of the German war
machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny aver the opprossed
pooples of Europe, and security for oursives in a frec
world,

Your task will net be an casy voe.  Your encmy is well
traincd, well cquipped and battle-hardencd.  He will
ight savagely,

Bust this is the year 1944 ! Much has happened since the
Nuzi triwphy of 194031, The United Natioas have ie-
ficted upon the Germans great defeats, in open baule,
man-to-man.  Our air offensive has seriously reduced
their strength in the alr and their capacity w wage
war on the ground. Our Home Fronts have given us an
overwhelming superiority in weapons and musitions of
war, and placed at our disposal great reserves of trained
fighting men.  The tide has tarned 1 The free men of the
world are marching wgether to Victory |

I have full confideace in your courage, devotion to dety
and skill in battle.  We will accepe noching less than
full Victory !

Good Luck ! And let us all beseech the blessiog of Al-
mighty God upon this great aad noble undertaking,
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