
 

 

 

The KINGDOM of the SERBS, CROATS and SLOVENES: 

 

 

PHILATELIC ISSUES for the WHOLE KINGDOM  
 

 

The State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs did not obtain international diplomatic recognition before it 

ceased to exist. In a note of 31 October, the National Council informed the governments of the United 

Kingdom, France, Italy and the United States that the State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs was 

constituted in the South-Slavic areas that had been part of Austria-Hungary, and that the new state 

intended to form a common state with Serbia and Montenegro. The same note was sent to the 

government of the Kingdom of Serbia and the Yugoslav Committee in London. Serbia's prime 

minister Nikola Pašić responded on 8 November, recognizing the National Council in Zagreb as 

"legal government of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes living in the territory of the Austria-Hungary", and 

notified the governments of the United Kingdom, France, Italy and the United States thus asking them 

to do the same. 

 

On 23–24 November, the National Council declared "unification of the State of Slovenes, Croats and 

Serbs formed on the entire, contiguous South-Slavic area of the former Austria-Hungary with the 

Kingdom of Serbia and Montenegro into a unified State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs". 28 members 

of the council were appointed to implement that decision based on National Council's adopted 

directions on implementation of the agreement of organization of the unified state with the 

government of the Kingdom of Serbia and representatives of political parties in Serbia and 

Montenegro. The instructions were largely ignored by the delegation members who negotiated with 

Regent Alexander instead. 

 

Stjepan Radić's Peasant Party participated in the National Council, but after it decided to merge with 

Serbia, they started to back off, calling the move foolish, and disputing the decision based on the fact 

that the Croatian Parliament never explicitly approved it. 

 

On 1 December, Regent Alexander proclaimed unification of "Serbia with lands of the independent 

State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs into a unified Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes". As the 

National Council ceased to operate, it never formally ratified the proclamation, nor did the Parliament 

of Serbia, which took note of the declaration on 29 December 1918. 

 

The National Council's final important task was to appoint representatives to the Temporary National 

Representation in early 1919. 

Stamps issued by the whole kingdom are represented in this healthcare collection by two sets issued 

1921-1922.  

Overprint Y.P.H. and U.R.I. An overprint was applied to 500,000 copies of the 1922 1d on 10p. red 

in 1923. They were given to the Society for Wounded Invalids (Uprava Ratnih Invalida) which sold 

them for 2d apiece. These stamps had no franking power, but, as a consequence of ignorance, some 

were used as though valid currency. This thus by definition is a Cinderella. 

 



KINGDOM of YUGOSLAVIA  

 

 

The Kingdom of Yugoslavia (Serbo-Croatian: Краљевина Југославија / Kraljevina Jugoslavija;[4] 

Slovene: Kraljevina Jugoslavija) was a state in Southeast Europe and Central Europe that existed from 

1918 until 1941, during the interwar period and beginning of World War II. 

 

The Kingdom was formed in 1918 by the merger of the provisional State of Slovenes, Croats and 

Serbs (itself formed from territories of the former Austro-Hungarian Empire) with the formerly 

independent Kingdom of Serbia. The Kingdom of Montenegro had united with Serbia five days 

previously, while the regions of Kosovo, Vojvodina and Vardar Macedonia were parts of Serbia prior 

to the unification. 

 

Initially, the Kingdom was officially called the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (Serbo-

Croatian: Краљевина Срба, Хрвата и Словенаца / Kraljevina Srba, Hrvata i Slovenaca; Slovene: 

Kraljevina Srbov, Hrvatov in Slovencev), but the term "Yugoslavia" (literally "Land of Southern 

Slavs") was its colloquial name from its origins. The official name of the state was changed to 

"Kingdom of Yugoslavia" by King Alexander I on 3 October 1929. 

 

The state was ruled by the Serbian dynasty of Karađorđević, which previously ruled the Kingdom of 

Serbia under Peter I from 1903 (after the May Overthrow) onward. Peter I became the first king of 

Yugoslavia remain such until his death in 1921. He was succeeded by his son Alexander I, who had 

been regent for his father. He was known as "Alexander the Unifier" and he renamed the kingdom 

"Yugoslavia" in 1929. He was assassinated in Marseille by Vlado Chernozemski, a member of the 

Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization (IMRO), during his visit to France in 1934. The 

crown passed to his then-still under-aged son Peter. Alexander's cousin Paul ruled as Prince regent 

until 1941, when Peter II would come of age. The royal family flew to London the same year, prior to 

the country being invaded by the Axis powers. 

 

In April 1941, the country was occupied and partitioned by the Axis powers. A royal government-in-

exile, recognized by the United Kingdom and, later, by all the Allies, was established in London. In 

1944, after pressure from the British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, the King recognized the 

government of Democratic Federal Yugoslavia as the legitimate government. This was established on 

2 November following the signing of the Treaty of Vis by Ivan Šubašić (on behalf of the Kingdom) 

and Josip Broz Tito (on behalf of the Yugoslav Partisans). 

Stamps issued by the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and represented in this healthcare collection 

are fourteen sets issued 1933-1943. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT of the DEMOCRATIC FEDERAL YUGOSLAVIA  

DEMOCRATIC FEDERATION of YUGOSLAVIA  

 

FEDERAL PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA 

 

SOCIALIST FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA 

 

 

In April 1941, the Kingdom of Yugoslavia was occupied and partitioned by the Axis powers. A royal 

government-in-exile was established in London. In 1944, after pressure from the British Prime 

Minister Winston Churchill, King Peter II recognized the government of Democratic Federal 

Yugoslavia as the legitimate government. This was established on 2 November following the signing 

of the Treaty of Vis by Ivan Šubašić (on behalf of the Kingdom) and Josip Broz Tito (on behalf of the 

Yugoslav Partisans). 

The Provisional Government of the Democratic Federal Yugoslavia (Serbo-Croatian: 

Privremena vlada Demokratske Federativne Jugoslavije / Привремена влада Демократске 

Федеративне Југославије) became the state's temporary national government formed 

through this merger of the Yugoslav government-in-exile and the National Committee for the 

Liberation of Yugoslavia (NKOJ). It existed from 7 March to 11 November 1945. It then 

became the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia in late 1945, which in turn became the 

Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia from 1963 to 1992. 

Stamps issued by the Democratic Federation of Yugoslavia et seq. represented in this 

healthcare collection are numerous sets issued from 1947 until 1985 with respect to this 

collection. There were no stamps pertinent to this collection issued by regional entities. 
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